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| 4 + FMLI0 } Ga TOECER 25510 C1 BW SIGs 
Hen we cotfider the many and wonderfyllthings 
F which che Lord hart! of. lace; years | bronght-ro 
' paſs in cheſe three Nations , in che-fyubduing of 
BD VV Aa greet Armics ,' and caſting down -all che ſtrong 
TEA>& F223 10!ds-of the/Enzmy3riripouring comempt upon 
| <p + Reg Ptirces:andipreat:men, tharhaveſnorikiſſed, but 


v8 GP W oppoſed the Lord Jeſus, in the-Work- he thath 
been,and is tiff catrying:on in the World, and in taking down and al- 


tering forms'of Government that ltwyobeeminithiſeNatjbrs ;; both 
Civill #nd Eceleſfaftral];: Ye canner butcry bub Great and imar vel- 
Torts are tby'wo; ki Lerd Goa Aliarginy 1) »ſt Andre are hy Wm peo y 
then King of Saints: Who ſoall nar frar thee,O Lord and 'g lerifie thy 
Name? for thyjudgmun; aramagermanifeſts |: i 0 1 
" "As you were witnelles of, 'andattivein ſonicof tholk, great chan- 
ces that have formerly:been mes if we doubt rior; bug yowhave, 
(though at a diſtance )feltithe larwvoirth-quakeand baveheard-of the 
ſudden diflolution of the Parliamem;;which yerbemgiſOgreat aRe- 
volution, we thovght tour duty!to lend:you-rhis Letter, to the end 
we'might therein'ler you knowp cheffcame:df our hearts, and-bigav de- 
firous we are, that you and welmay inthe mithſt of che;grear diſpen- 
ſations of God, ſti!l continue ſtedfaft in.one i pirit ; that ſo, if it be the 
will of the Lord , we may be furcher inftrumencall 1n bringingiavout 
thoſe things which may be to che:g'ory-of God,:rhegood, of his} .Peo- 
p!e,and the peace and welfare of the Commonaycalths3» s þ:is 1:97 
It would require thore'time thei wethave:now to-'ſpare;; to give 
you a particular and full accompt'of alithe grounds ard reaſons. upun 
which this great Attion wis undertaken;;and! therefore therein,we 
ſhall refer you to the Declaration of the Lond:Generall's and Jv 
 Counicali of Officers, of the 250f:Apribiult; andtoygour;ommObler- 
vatioris concerning the: ill maxagement of Affairs bythe Jate Parlia- 
ment. [Only we ſhall ſay, that:this laſt dangerous remedy of a. dif- 
Toletion,was not uſed, tillall orher wayes had been byius-affayed,and 
| by them r6jeRed; ARFbEcefore hey four yoars TaglafheaitnoGlngr 
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the change of the Government, finding no performance of thoſe 


things thattead t@.the 6" at of the Commonwealth in peace 
RE ag and'be ER ant farisfied boon long i 
ence,that the Parliament as it was conſtituted, were ſo far from bein 
Inſtruments in proteQting the' Work, of the Lord , izhat- this: yhole 
Cauſe was in great danger to periſh under their hands , for which 
there hathbeers ſ6 vaſt an expehce.of Blood-and Treatu;e.Aftermuch 
ſeeking/the face of God,and taking Councell one with another,it was 
erally apprehended;rhar the only way: left us, was, To endeavour a 
ſpeedy change in the Supream: Authority, that ſo the perperuall fit- 
eiepof che Parliament might be preveated,; andthe Governrmcur laid 
uſSon the ſhoulders of ſuch men, as night hopefully give us the fruir 
of all our-labourand blood, and encotrage good men to be ſtill wil- 
linz ts hazard their lives againſt the common Enemy,wbich as things 
lately ſtood, miny had lictle heart to do.: ; And it: was. 1n our hearts 
ro fcelerhis thing ih ſuch'a way; that the Parliament might have had 
rhe ti6nur of it ; but ir-pleaſed not the Lord togivethem-an heart co 
incline to the motions made in. order thereyato,by the General,ia:the 
name of himſelf and kis Otficers, "many of which were preſent ; bur 
ratherto endeavor 'a-haſty and inconſ1aFrate palſing of -an;Adt for a 
new Repreſencative;:the danger wheccofawas very evident, and was 
by the Genera}; at a meeting-with-many 'of the Memvers of Parlia - 
meat, and Officers of the Army, abundantly demonſtrated to them 
whichyet theinext day ' was fo carneſtly;:and precipitantly perſiſted 
iazchatie-wss found neceſſaryto put them! to. a-ſudden Diflolution; 
which alſo we hope the Lord wil-make the 24edinm to future good; 
of which there ie rhe mute expectation, becaiaſe it hath pleaſed God, 
who-tath the hearts of all men in his own hand, ſo to order the ſpi- 
rits-of men, that not.only the Army and- Fleet do moſt unanimouſly 
concur and agree; bur alſo;the Generality of all ſorts of People do re- 
joyce therein, 'inſomuch--that there is not the appearance of the leaſt 
diſturbance. - And: it is the continual and fervent prayers of ll the 
m-__ of God, that this-great Change may have the extraordinary 
bleſling af Godnpdnir-.! oi; 3 1 fl os nn et 
- By this incloſed D<claration, you- will perceive what Proviſion. is 
made for the preſent managemeac:of Afﬀairs, ; tilt perTons of approved 
fidelity and honeſty may be called; to take. upon them the;Supream 
Authority of this Common-wealth; which being,done,we. may have 
cauſe to-hope;the Lord yill make'cheas afyrure Picton tous... ... 
T7 : A TT "3 
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AS | (4): 
- Dear Friends, We are perſwaded'this is the Lords own Work,and 
- otight to be marvelous in our eyes. The Lord hath once and: again 
pul'd down the Mighty from their ſeats, and we rruſftit is that Hime | 
ſelf may reign; and therefore let the Eirth rejoyce, and theſeour 
'Hlands be glad thereof; for though Clouds and Darkneſgare round _ 
about Him, yet Righteouſneſs and Judgment are'the habitation of 
His Throne. The Lord is terrible jn His Doings, therefore the guilty 
world'will tremble : but $19» ſhall hear and be gladgand the Daugh» 
ters of f4d«h ſhall rejoyce, becauſe of His judgments.- Let us'there- - 
fore: ( dear Brethren )- ſerve the Lord with fear; and rejoyce with 
trembling'; for we are not without hope that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
who's the King of Saints, will henceforth (hew Himſelf to be the 
King of Nations alſo. | | 
We donot doubt, but the Lord will make your hearts as ours in 
this great buſineſs, and chat as the Lord hath wonderfully ſtirred up 
the heart of his Excellency the Lord General; to put himſelf upon 
God, in thjs great Undertaking, for the Intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt and 
His People ; ſo we ſhall adhere to Him, and one to another therein. 
We know your ſincere love to Chriſt and His People is ſuch, that we 
{hall aſeno arguments unto-you,but only mind you, That'when the 
Lord called our Brethren to the ſervice of [re/and, in the year 1649- 
at a folemn Meeting of the Officers deſigned for 1relaxd, with thoſe 
that remained here, (at which Meeting many of your felves were 
preſent) after that we had with many prayers and tears,recommen- 
ded one another into the boſom of Chriſt -, we did alſo in the pre- 
ſence of each other, and before the Lord, ſolemnly ſubmit our ſelves, 
and all our affairs to be wholly at his diſpoſe, reſolviag through the 
influence of His Spirit, in all our Publick Uadertakings, not to ſeek 
our ſelves, but the advancement of the Aﬀairs and Kingdom of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; ' - In this Spirit, and-with theſe Reſolutions, we 
then parted to our ſeveral Imployments, and the Lord hath bleſſed ns 
hitherto, ; and lo, we are yet alive, though-thouſands of onr dear 
: Friends who engaged with us, are dead. | The Lord! grant we may 
: with our Lives be-inſtramental to carry on and preſerve that Cauſe 
-and Intereſt which was by them valued above their Lives,and whoſe 
 Bloud crieth-loud co us to perſevere therein unto the end. 
--* Let us therefore, we beſcech you, provoke both you and our ſelves, 
not £0 conſult with.carnal reaſon in theſe great Mutations, but ket us 
"labour by: faith co ſee the Lorg carry on His own Workz.and ro.ma- 


ufelt. .. | ax} # ol 


(6) 
n:fcſt our ſelves, whom God hath called and choſen to thefe ſtations; 
wherein we ſtand, to be alſo faithful in doing the Work unto which 
He ihall appoint us. STD names foe 

Dear Brethren, The Work hath hitherto been to break and to 
pul down, which every one almoſt ſeerwerth to,be good'ar ; bur it's 
now the expedttion of good men,thar building.and c{tabliſhins work 
ſhall follow, for which yet there are not, in our viexy, many 4 and 
therefore it will be your duty and ours to-pray without cealang, that 
thoſe whom God ſhall call ro che Government , may be.men full of 
che holy Ghoſt, and of power, and may-haye;His coneimual ;preſence 
in the carrying on of ſo great a Work, on-the iſſue whereof, Jepends 
(as we arc perſwaded ) the lnterelt of the Saints throughout the 
whole world. 

Now the Lord keepour hearts cloſe to Himſelf, that ſo, however 
things go about, we may be fonnd walking as becometh the Goſpel 
of Chr:|,in faith towards God, 'in love'one.cowards another, and; in 
peace and righteouſneſs towards all men : ; Which that we may do, 
let us earneſtly beg your continual and fervent Prayers, . even .as we 
defixe to make mention of you as often as; we encompals.the Throne 
of Grace, in the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, .in-whom we are, -,\ 

Fhite-hall, May 3. 1653+ Tour:moſt affeflicuate' Friends 
1 p29 | ard Brethren, 

For the honorable Colonel Lilburne, Commauder in chicf 
of tbe, Forces in, Scotland, to be communicated to okr = 
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__ dear Friends, the Officers in bu. Command, ,  .. 


Right Honourable and truly beloved Chriftian Friends,  - 
&BYQ< Our Letter of May 3. ( cxprefling your zeal tor the ad- 
"TX vancement of the Intereſt of Chrift and His People in the 
YS World; and particularly-initheſe Nations; as alfo your 
KY 00d affefion unto us, 'as Fellow-Members with you') 
On we havereccived, and having read and conſidered it, do 
bleſſe the Lord for his good Hand of Providence, leading you,to and 
through Four former and latter great *Undertakings ; and for thoſe 
breathings of his holy Spitit upon yourthearts, inflaming your deferes 
of improving what is already done; to a further 'advanrage for the fet- 
ting up of the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt;zand conſequently of holineſs, 
righteouſneſſe and Peace? 'Andakhowph'the Declaration of his Ex- 
cellency and'his Councel of Offieets (comming ro! our hands before 


yours) hadacquainted us with thedillotucion of the fate Parliament, 


and 
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(7) 
and the juſt and wei i grounds fon whence it aroſe; whereby we 
we 59 ot one ly ſaxisfie In obr'naderſtandings;bur ſo dilated i in our af- 
pk that, wen ag} not chuſe bur bear (| ſpeedy witacſſe unto that 
yours{ which. ſo;rejoyceth- the hearts of the Godly, and open- 
Donde door-of /hope-to:the-People m generall, to reap in ſhore 
me, the defireable-fruits/ of: our |promiſes, and their expectations, 
wEDy eeuſcao nticipateand give ar-anſwet (which we doubr'nor 
2 ul ws unts'you): ro fo-muth' of your Letrer before 
2 dra it; ; by: which it may be ſeen that there is no diſtance, bur 
onely, of place betwixt us: Yet do wethink it out duty, having fuch 
an occalion rf, wr itjng;). by endeavourſtill to. Keep theſe things warm 
both pon your ſpirits,and; our awa, by remembring as.-what we have 
recervett:fromthe Lord; 'fo whatreturns he expeRteth from us. 
fe bathleveltrd:the Iſenntains and the Hills, cut down the Ce- 
dar of Lebanon, and the Oaks of of B aſpan;. He hath ſbewen himſelf 
febifull in prajſer, and dos ep ai Ws in the midſt of the\Earth,even' 
5 eur pght: When were 5 Lives the, Worm: Woedand the gall, ; the 
bitter: Youdiae we'were in notimany'years ſince, under the Ty- 
ranny of Regall and Epiſcopal Powers ,,and how. deeply they. were 
rooted by continuance inthe Nation, hows ſtrongly-fenced by pretence 
borb-of Law and Goſpel; beſides their numerons: Armies z. and-the, - 
maltnudoof-thur-ſtrong hoids;;: And- chen', look 8pon-ourpreſtnt 
reedomewrought out of their deſtruction by Inſtruments, not on- 
ly conreined by thetn, biit ſuch'asrhe then: builders would have taid 
afide as unfit for their end and purpoſe : May we'notin an extafie of 
Joy.and wonder c cxy, ov" 2 Bit hath, God wrought !' Tr is he alone 
that hach delivere: us. our, ol {all our, troubles and fears, and brought: 
them low from gime to-cime.that roſe up.againſt us, and would have. 
ſwallowed:us up quick when-they,were wtathfully dif pleaſed at us: ; 
Buabeholdrthey-arc fallen down flargyhulſt we are riſen and ſtand up- 
rizfir;” for the effeingof which;:the Lord hath nor becn ſparing in 
demonflt#tighi of his power in-mady: miraculous Victories. ' So that 
we muſt needs” acknowledge, that” the Lord hath wrought alt our 
Works for us; He, it is. rhiat. at this time hath nor. qnely eolarget{ the. 
hgarrs;and « mouths. of. thoſcithat.fear the: on .to-bleſe 
hisName'on: your belalf andto:givo reſtimanjzro ngs;; 
bat hor Conti thehearts-; os Nopped thi Mouths oF all others, 
fie t9a6t T6 Dh 4 the” noiſe of a dog, barking, of a ſerpent 
Ef a 14% SIG Alairv-:. xa . 
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| (8) &E a Q ay + 
And now dear and Worthy Friends, what is it thatthe Lord doth -* f- 
require atour hands, but that as he hath done all for us; ſo we ſhould a&' 
all for him > that' in the Rirength, of former experiences, confirming 
ro ' our fight the truth of: his promiſes \ - we ſhould in+ our ftations' - 
be carrying on the Lords defign 'of eſtabliſhing the ' Mountain of 
his houte upon the top of the Mountains. Indeed, when accordingtoGods 
Decrcaand Oath,the Lord Jeſus (hal lift up his Scepter over theNationss 
and ſet up'his banner of holineſs in the hearts-and lives ofchoſe that pro! 
felle his Namethen may weexpedt that his habitation ſhal be righteouls, 
nelle,and the cfctt of chat Rightcouſneſle Peace and Affurange for evers.. 
We confeſſe that thigWorkis ſpiricual,and.fo not to beaccomplifhed by - 
humane power and might#Þolicy” or prudence, butby the Spirit ofthe 
Lord:and yet is Truth tofpring out of the earth; the'Lord wil -fo far own 
his faithfull ſervants ( though but few:)/ that he will lay'the foundation” 
of chis glorious Rructure;bythe Operation of his Spirit inftheir hearts. 
Andthis Work we cannot but belicve, ſhatbeſcarried on4in.a rationall 
and viſible wayzto the deſtruRtion-of Babulo#,and building up the wals 
"of Ziou, And ttuly,we bope,the Latthatli reſerved you tothis ſeafon,ta 
-- - give you the honor and comfort (after all your hard travels of remoying 
+. obſtructions out of the way) of chuſing fir Inſtruments and materials for. 
+ thatWork;andthis we arc the ws, of arr of, becauſe we find him 
at this time ſtirring up in our Noble Generall and'yout felyes an excel» 
lent Spiric of faith,zeal, humility, and felf-deniall. --- WIS ND DIO01 
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. Dear Brethren, It is in our hearts'to hve arid dye with you,and through 

the ſtrength ofcheAlmighty,to perform about yvows,-whichwerejJoiceyay? 

have (tilſo freſh in your remembrance. You are manifeſted to-our hearts... -. 

by your A@ions and Declarations;& our long knowledge of you;main- + \, 
ly to feck the things of JeſusChriſt;8 the good of the Nation. And indeed? © © 
whatelſe can you find in theſe txanſaQions ;{ laying afdethe peace and. 
comfort of your'own hearts)but a heayy burden of buff cle the 
ſent upon your ſhoulders, much aggravated, wedottdtyby the catnefines ' 
of ſome,who thoughthey beheve, yet peradventuremake haſt;and impor- 


I 4a HA ; | Ob a 
tine yor.rexpeditionzin Which'we thuſft yougyllendeayour with all con- 


vaeBmpathizewith:you in this 


: bu 


&theweal of thefeNations under hisprore&ion andGoyernment;&tharhaving:! 
pur your hand:tÞ the Plough,you may neither look back, nor leave gff,;31the;Land 7 
" be fruicful in'good works, and that every one may ſ{irunder his own V ine, and | 
under his own Fig. tree,bleſſing the Lord for thoſe gracious Diſpenſarions,where» 
in he made you inftrumentall of, This is the conſtant and earneſt Prayer of, 
Dalkeith, Moy 17. 16530 Tour truly affeFionate Friends and Brethren. 


Por the Right Honorable M ajor-General Lambert,to be commuicated 
_ 80 our dear and (hbriſtian Friends of the Army in England, 


